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The  accused:  Fujir.ura  Unit,  Arr.y  Capt  ha  to,  Kihachiro, 
following  evidence:  being,  duly  sworn. 

(see  forr  of  oath  attached) 
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Q.  What  unit  did  you  belong  to  on  the  14th  Kov  44? 

A.  I  was  a  r.er.ber  of  the  KATSU  KIKA  also  known  as  the  KATO  Force. 


Q.  What  did  that  force  consist  of  -  the  nurber  of  Japanese  and 
natives? 

A.  It  was  composed  of  4  Japanese  and  about  16  Indonesians. 

Q.  Whet  were  the  duties  of  that  force? 

A.  The  guarding  of  this  place  OTAKWA.  The  relations  with  the 
natives,  seeing  that  they  are  controlled. 


Q.  Do  you  remember  an  Australian  being  captured  at  OTAKWA  about 
14  Kov? 

A.  There  was  a  prisoner  captured  on  the  12th  November. 

Q.  V/.  en  the  prisoner  was  captured,  v/hat  was  done  with  him? 

A.  After  his  capture  he  was  kept  for  two  or  three  days  and  taken  to 
the  rear, 

Q.  Where  at? 

A.  First  of  all  he  was  taken  to  IKOOGA  and  fro r.  there  to  KAFALAFOKA. 

(i.  Wes  he  wounded  when  he  was  taken  prisoner? 

A.  ho. 


Q.  After  the  prisoner  had  been  captured  did  you  send  any  signals 
to  5  Div  HQ? 

A,  In  a  signal  sent  to  this  HQ  anongst  other  things  mentioned  I  told 
then  that  I  had  a  prisoner. 


Q.  It  was  just  a  norr^l  situation  report  sent  in  by  you? 

A.  The  fact  that  I  had  a  prisoner  was  mentioned  last. 

Q.  When  did  you  send  that  signal,  how  soon  after  the  prisoner  was 
captured? 

A.  About  2  days  after  the  prisoner  was  captured, 

Q.  Did  you  get  a  reply  to  that  signal? 

A.  No,  there  wes  no  reply  to  that. 

■  ■  *  mt  • 

Q.  Did  you  send  another  signal  later  on  relating  to  the  prisoner? 

A.  A  good  deal  later  I  sent  another  enquiry  "What  will  be  done  with 
the  prisoner?" 

Q.  Did  you  get  a  reply? 

A.  I  got  a  reply  very  much  later  I  think  early  in  *.arch  45. 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/8027ee/ 


Cv.  '  tu  7 


•Evidentiary  Document  wo.  5325.  Page  1. 


The  accused:  Fujir.ura  Ur.it,  Army  Capt  hato,  Kihachiro,  gives  the 
following  evidence:  being,  duly  sworn. 

(see  forr  of  oath  attached) 

Q.  What  unit  did  you  belong  to  on  the  14th  Kov  44? 

A.  I  was  a  member  of  the  KATSU  LIKA  also  known  as  the  KA10  Force. 

Q.  ’.That  did  thet  force  consist  of  -  the  nurber  of  Japanese  and 
natives? 

A.  It  was  composed  of  4  Japanese  and  about  16  Indonesians. 

Q.  What  were  the  duties  of  that  force? 

A.  The  guarding  of  this  place  OTAKWA.  The  relations  with  the 
natives,  seeing  that  they  are  controlled, 

Q.  Do  you  rer.er  ber  an  Australian  being  captured  at  OTAhwA  about 
14  Kov? 

A.  There  was  a  prisoner  captured  on  the  12th  November, 


Q.  When  the  prisoner  was  captured,  v;hat  was  done  with  hin? 

A.  After  his  capture  he  was  kept  for  two  or  three,  days  and  taken  to 
the  rear . 

Q.  Where  at? 

A.  First  of  all  Ire  was  taken  to  IKOOGA  and  fror.  there  to  KAFAi.AFOhA, 

Q .  Wes  he  wounded  when  he  was  taken  prisoner? 

A.  ho. 


Q.  After  the  prisoner  had  been  captured  did  you  send  any  signals 
to  5  Div  HQ? 

A.  In  a  signal  sent  to  this  HQ  anongst  other  things  mentioned  I  told 
then  thet  I  had  a  prisoner. 


Q.  It  was  just  a  normal  situation  report  sent  in  by  you? 

A.  The  fact  that  I  had  a  prisoner  was  mentioned  last. 

Q.  When  did  you  send  that  signal,  how  soon  after  the  prisoner  was 
captured? 

A.  About  2  days  after  the  prisoner  was  captured. 

Q.  Did  you  get  a  reply  to  that  signal? 

A.  No,  there  wes  no  reply  to  that. 


Q.  Did  you  send  another  signal  later  on  relating  to  the  prisoner? 

A.  A  good  deal  later  I  sent  another  enquiry  "What  will  be  done  with 
the  prisoner?" 

Q.  Did  you  get  a  reply? 

A.  I  got  a  reply  very  much  later  I  think  early  in  ;.arch  45. 
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(  Q.  What  did  that  signal  say? 

I  A.  The  signal  was  "GLi.Sril  ShGi.FUE"  .  "I  want  it  carried  out  - 
disposal  locally".  "You  are  directed  to  carry  out  the 
disposal  SKOBUN  locally".  "V/ant  SkOEUA  carried  out  locally". 

Q.  Did  you  understand  that  signal  to  mean  that  you  were  to  carry 
out  the  execution  on  the  spot? 

A.  As  soon  as  I  received  the  telegram,  under  the  conditions  of 
the  war  situation  at  the  moment,  I  understood  that  I  was  to 
kill  the  prisoners. 

Q.  Who  signed  the  signal? 

f  A.  The  Chief  of  Staff. 

Q.  What  would  you  have  done  with  the  prisoner  if  you  had  not 
received  the  signal  fror.  Div  HQ. 

A.  I  was  wanting  hin  to  be  sent  back  and  I  would  have  done  so  if 
I  had  not  got  the  signal. 

Q.  What  were  your  reactions  to  the  signal? 

A.  The  prisoner  and  I  had  lived  together  and  I  had  begun  to 

understand  the  feelings  of  the  Australian  and  I  was  very  sorry 
it  had  to  be  done  but  seeing  it  was  an  order  it  had  to  be 
carried  out. 

Q.  What  would  have  happened  to  you  if  you  had  not  carried  out 
the  order? 

A.  As  it  was  an  order  from  a  superior  I  actually  did  not  consider 
what  would  happen  to  re,  it  had  to  be  carried  out  and  I  was 
very  sorry. 

Q.  how  did  you  treat  the  prisoner? 

A.  The  prisoner  was  housed  in  a  portion  of  the  house  that  I 
lived  in  when  I  was  in  KAPAhAFOKA  and  I  was  aware  that 
foreigners  ate  rore  r.eat  than  Japanese  and  I  used  to  try  to 
get  riore  rest  for  hir  when  the  opportunity  arose. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  give  the  prisoner  medical  supplies? 

A,  I  had  given  hir.  medicine  for  malaria  end  for  stomach  trouble. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  day  of  the  execution? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  did  you  say  to  the  prisoner  on  that  day? 

A,  I  told  him  "On  orders  received  you  are  to  be  shot".  Having 
known  that  the  prisoner  was  a  Christian  I  asked  him  if  he 
would  like  10  minutes  to  pray. 

After  the  execution  how  was  the  prisoner  buried? 

In  following  the  Japanese  custom  we  straightened  the  body  out 
and  put  the  arms  resting  on  the  chest  and  buried  him,  and 
covered  the  grave  right  up. 
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Q.  You  gave  the  sane  burial  to  the  prisoner  that  you  would 
have  given  to  a  normal  Japanese  soldier? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  If  you  had  not  received  this  order  from  Div  HQ  would  you  have 
executed  the  prisoner? 

A.  I  had  no  authority  to  kill  any  prisoner.  I  would  have  evacua¬ 
ted  hin  to  the  rear  at  the  first  opportunity. 

Q.  You  were  your  own  boss,  there  was  no  one  senior  to  you  in 
your  particular  area? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  heard  the  other  witness  say  you  were  about  300  kilometres 
from  the  nearest  KQ? 

A.  Yes,  I  heard  that, 

Q.  So  if  you  had  kept  this  prisoner  alive  for  some  additional 

tine  there  wasn't  much  likelihood  of  your  getting  into  trouble 
with  5  Div  HQ  was  there? 

A.  An  order  had  been  received  to  carry  out  this  execution 

therefore  I  carried  out  without  any  thought  of  not  receiving 
any  punishnent  myself  if  I  did  not  carry  it  out. 

Q.  How  long  was  it  before  WILLIAI.S  was  well.  Wasn't  he  sick  for 
some  period . 

A.  He  was  down  with  nalaria  2  or  3  tines  and  he  had  a  slight 
touch  of  dysentery. 


Q.  You  went  to  the  execution  yourself  didn’t  you? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  ordered  the  firing  party  to  fire? 

A.  Yes. 

"qQ  Who  did  you  use,  natives? 

How  many'? 

A.  5. 

Q.  Did  they  ell  have  ball  ammunition? 

A.  Yes,  I  gave  then  5  each, 

Q.  Did  you  know  of  anything  wrong  that  this  nan  Y/ILLIAi.S  had 
done? 

A.  No. 

Q,  Eut  you  suggested  at  one  stage  that  WILLIAhS  was  a  spy 
hadn’t  you? 

A.  I  did  not  say  such  a  thing. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  a  Capt? 

A.  April  IS 45. 
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Q.  How  lon^  did  you  have  a  cornission  before  that? 

A.  Nov,  40  I  became  an  officer, 

Q.  Have  you  ever  had  any  teaching  on  what  is  the  proper  treatment 
of  prisoners  cf  war? 

A.  I  was  never  taught  anything*  All  i.y  training  was  in  cor.nectic 
with  war.  At  schools  we  were  not  likely  to  be  more  than  Capts 
we  were  not  instructed , 

Q.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  International  Lav;  relating  to 
prisoners  of  war? 

A.  I  didn't  know  anything  about  International  Law  but  I  had 
heard  that  pi  i sorters  of  war  were  to  to  put  in  a  stockade 
and  remove  them,  to  higher  as  scon  as*  possible. 

Q.  And  how  are  they  to  be  treated?' 

A.  I  don:t  know. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  is  a  good  thing  to  kill  a  defenceless  man? 

A.  I  think  it  is  a  very  bad  thing.  I  myself  was  very  upset 

about  it. 


THE  DEFENDING  OFFICER : 

Q.  What  is  your  civilian  occupation? 

A.  I  was  on  the  technical  side  in  a  company  which  made  glass 
cerent  etc. 

Q,  You  were  not  a  pcimrnent  soldier? 

A.  I  had  been  in  the  Army  since  1939, 

Q.  But  you  were  not  a  permanent  soldier? 

A.  I  was  called  up  in  1939  find  I  have  been  in  ever  since,  1  don't 

know  whether  I  am  a  permanent  soldier  or  non. 

Q.  Was  the  school  you  went  to  a  Reserve  Officers1  School  end  not 
a  school  for  the  Permanent  Army? 

A.  Reserve  Officers'  School. 

ThE  COURT: 

Q.  When  did  you  first  mention  the  signal  you  had  received  to 
the  previous  witness. 

A.  I  first  told  the  Lt,  in  a  letter  I  wrote. 

Q.  How  long  ar?-er  you  received  the  signal? 

A.  I  think  It  v'ss  2  cr  3  cays  after  I  received  it, 

Q,  Why  didn't  yen  k_7  1  tits  prisoner  within  the  first  few  days 

of  r e c e i  •*,.  * :  g  t m.  o  o  nr  r> 

A,  It  never  entered  my  heed  to  kill  him. 
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Q,  Do  you  agree  it  would  have  boon  \/ron£  to  kill  tne  prisoner  at 
that  time? 

A.  Yes. 

a!  I^didn't  consider  anything  about  the  killing.  I  arrived  on 
the  night  after  he  had  been  captured  and  ny  tiiought  was  to 
move  him  to  the  rear,  it  didn't  enter  my  head  whether  it  was 
right  or  wrong. 

Q.  Why  do  you  think  it  is  a  bad  thing  to  kill  a^defenccless 
prisoner  of  war  who  has  committed  no  offence? 

A.  A  prisoner  of  war  had  no  means  of  defending  himself  ana  his 
weapons  have  teen  taken  and  I  had  also  heard  that  a  prisoner 
of  war  should  not  be  executed.  Therefore  I  knew  it  was  wrong, 

R.  F.  83(B)  complied  with. 

THE  DEFENDING  OFFICER:  That  is  all  the  evidence  I  have. 


)  I  certify  that  this  sheet  and  the  four  preceding  sheets  bearing 
/  ry  signature  contain  a  true  copy  of  the  official  record  of 
I  evidence  of  Captain  KATO  KIIiACHH.0  contained  in  the  proceedings 
I  of  I'ilitary  Court  held  at  ilorotal  on  14th  January,  1946,  relating 
to  the  trial  of  the  said  Captain  KATO,  KlhAChlhO  on  the  charge  cf 
murdering  a  prisoner  of  war  at  KAPA1AP0KA,  Dutch  hew  Guinea, 
between  10  iiarch  45  and  20  march  45, 

/s/  T.  hornp.no  Lt.  Col. 
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Q,  Do  you  agree  it  would  have  boon  \jtoti£  to  kill  tne  prisoner  at 
that  time? 

A.  Yes. 

a!  I  didn't  consider  anything  about  the  killing.  I  arrived  on 
the  night  after  he  had  been  captured  and  ny  thought  was  to 
move  him  to  the  rear,  it  didn't  enter  my  head  whether  it  was 
right  or  wrong. 

Q,  Why  do  you  think  it  is  a  bad  thing  to  kill  a^defenccless 
prisoner  of  war  who  has  committed  no  offence? 

A.  A  prisoner  of  war  had  no  means  of  defending  himself  and  his 
weapons  have  been  taken  and  I  had  also  heard  that  a  prisoner 
of  war  should  not  be  executed .  Therefore  I  knew  it  was  wrong. 

h.  1.  83(B)  complied  with. 

THE  DEFENDING  OFFICI.h :  That  is  all  the  evidence  I  have. 


)  I  certify  that  this  sheet  and  the  four  preceding  sheets  bearing 
/  my  signature  contain  a  true  coxy  the  official  record  of 
/  evidence  of  Captain  KATO  KIIiACHIl.O  contained  in  the  proceedings 
of  i'ilitary  Court  held  at  horotai  on  14th  January,  1946,  relating 
to  the  trial  of  the  said  Captain  KATO,  KlkACKIhO  on  the  charge  ^f 
murdering  a  prisoner  of  war  at  KAPAI.APOKA,  Dutch  hew  Guinea, 
between  10  Iiarch  45  and  20  march  45. 

/s/  T.  hornane  Lt.  Col. 
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